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Slim CHOURA, Professor of Mechanical Engineering, is the former Minister of Higher
Education and Scientific Research during the period February-July 2020. He was the
Director General of Technological Studies at the Ministry of Higher Education and
Scientific Research during the period March-December 2019, in charge of the
Network of Engineering and Pre-Engineering Schools and the Network of Higher
Institutes of Technological Studies in Tunisia. He was also the Director General of
International Cooperation at the Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research
during the period January 2013-February 2019. He was in charge of the National
Observatory of Science and Technology at the Ministry of Higher Education and
Scientific Research. He has been a Full Professor of Mechanical Engineering, at the
National Engineering School of Sfax, University of Sfax, since December 2008, and
Associate Professor and Assistant Professor at the Department of Technology at Sfax
Preparatory Engineering Institute, University of Sfax, during the periods December
2004-November 2008 and October 2000-November 2004, respectively. He was also
an Associate Professor and Assistant Professor at the Department of Mechanical
Engineering at King Saud University, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, from 1990 to 1996.
Professor Choura is the President of the Engineering Sciences Council of the Tunisian
Engineers Order, a think-tank in charge of providing studies on imminent national
security issues that include water, energy, food, health, ICT and cybersecurity
focusing on STI-related solutions.

Professor CHOURA received his Ph.D. degree in Mechanical Engineering in 1989 from
Texas A&M University, College Station, Texas, USA, and his BS and MS in Mechanical
Engineering in 1985 and 1987, respectively, from Michigan State University, East
Lansing, Michigan, USA. His research interests include robotics, modeling and
nonlinear dynamics of microelectromechanical and nanoelectromechanical systems,
dynamics and control of flexible structures by confinement of vibrations, energy
harvesting in flexible structures, and modeling, dynamic analysis and health
monitoring of flexible wind turbines. He was the Associate Editor of the Journal of
Mathematical Problems in Engineering. He has been acting as a reviewer for the
Journal of Vibration and Control, Nonlinear Dynamics, Journal of Sound and Vibration,
ASME Journal of Dynamic, System Measurement and Control, and Smart Materials and
Structures. Professor CHOURA has been involved in many research projects
sponsored by the National Science Foundation, USA, the Office of Global Educational
Programs (USA State Department), the European Community, and the Tunisian
Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research. He published a large number of
peer-reviewed journal and conference papers.



